
by Myka-Lynne Sokoloff 

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN

1033082

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN

Online Leveled Books

Level: J

DRA: 18
Social Studies
Strategy:
Question

Word Count: 276

2.4.19 Build Vocabulary

2_029535_BL_VRSE_CVR_L19_Signs.indd   1 2/11/10   1:20:38 AM


5.093889



PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS:  Cover (bkgd) Rubens Abboud/Alamy, (inset) steven langerman/Alamy.  1 Mikael Karlsson/Alamy.  
2 (l) Rubens Abboud/Alamy, (r) Steven Langerman/Alamy.  3 (b) Donald Miralle/Getty Images, (t) AA World Travel Library/
Alamy.  4 (l) Stock Images/Alamy, (r) Barry Mason/Alamy.  5 © Dennis MacDonald/age fotostock  6 Mikael Karlsson/Alamy.  
7 (r) Comstock/Jupiter Images,  (l) © Jean-Pierre Lescourret/CORBIS. 8 © Ramin Talaie/CORBIS.  9 Carsten Reisinger/Alamy.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company 

All rights reserved.  No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying or recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner unless such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law.  Requests 
for permission to make copies of any part of the work should be addressed to Houghton Mifflin Harcourt School Publishers, 
Attn: Permissions, 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida 32887-6777. 

Printed in China

ISBN-13: 978-0-547-02953-5
ISBN-10: 0-547-02953-5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 0940 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11

If you have received these materials as examination copies free of charge, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt School Publishers 
retains title to the materials and they may not be resold.  Resale of examination copies is strictly prohibited.

Possession of this publication in print format does not entitle users to convert this publication, or any portion of it, into 
electronic format.

by Myka-Lynne Sokoloff 


5.3289924



2

Look around your school and 

around your town.

What signs do you see?

Signs are everywhere. 

They hang on posts, on walls, 

and on doors.

They help you in many ways.
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Signs can tell you what to do.

They can tell you to be polite.

Signs can also tell you to cheer 

for your team.
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Signs can also tell you what 

not to do. 

They can tell you to keep off 

the grass. 

They can also tell you not to dive.

Signs like this help keep you safe.
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At school, this trash needs to be 

cleared away.

The teacher’s assistant put up 

some signs.

One tells where the plastic 

should go. 

Another tells where the paper

should go.
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Stop signs tell cars to stop.

This truck failed to stop 

and crashed.

Is the driver in trouble now?

Yes, he should have read the sign!

2_029535_VR4_5BL_Signs.indd   62_029535_VR4_5BL_Signs.indd   6 12/27/07   3:06:18 PM12/27/07   3:06:18 PM


12.173028



7

Some signs use numbers.

The numbers on your house tell 

where you live.

The numbers on your library books 

tell where the books are kept in 

the library.
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Some signs have no words 

or numbers.

They use pictures instead.

People agreed on what these 

pictures mean so everyone can 

understand them.

Some signs use pictures to help 

drivers know where to go.
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What would happen if people 

started tearing down signs?

People might forget to follow 

the rules.

People might forget to be safe.

What a mess that would be!
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Pay attention to the signs you see.

Sometimes the signs have a lot 

of wisdom.

They can help you in many ways!
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Polite

Responding
TARGET VOCABULARY  Word Builder 

What are some ways that you can be polite 

to adults or other children?  Copy the web 

and fill in the rest of the circles. 

raise my 
hand

wait my 
turn

??

Text to Self Think about a sign that tells 

you to be polite.  Then write a few 

sentences that tell what the sign says, 

where it is, and why it helps you to 

be polite.

Write About It
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agreed
assistant
clear
fail

polite
tear
trouble
wisdom

TARGET VOCABULARY

TARGET STRATEGY  Question Ask 

questions about what you are reading.

 What do you get from working 

hard at school?
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